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DELEGATION — JAPAN VISIT 
Statement 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.44 pm]: Normally, I 
would not comment on a matter such as this, but unfortunately Hon Lynn MacLaren is not here. I listened to the 
debate that occurred earlier today, and I must say that I was quite shocked at the level of anger that erupted from 
Hon Phil Edman and the comments made by Hon Peter Katsambanis in relation to Hon Lynn MacLaren’s 
questions. I can only vaguely recall those questions being asked during our last sitting period, and I honestly did 
not think anything of them. But I must say that in all my time in this place, I have taken the view that any 
member in this chamber has the right to ask any question that they want to ask of a relevant minister, and to seek 
a response. We may not always get the answer that we want, but we can seek a response. 

I do not question Hon Lynn MacLaren’s reasons for why she asked that. Obviously, this is a matter that has been 
raised with her and it has piqued her curiosity and she has sought some information; there is nothing wrong with 
that. Today when this motion was before us, it was a surprise to see the type of anger that was directed at the 
member for having canvassed this issue. Having listened to the discussion today, it brings to my mind that 
perhaps these individuals doth protest too much, and I wonder why. Asking about where members are travelling 
and who is paying for the travel is simply a series of questions that could be asked of anyone in this chamber. 
Today we have seen intimidation and bullying to try to put pressure on Hon Lynn MacLaren to back off. Good 
on those members for travelling and exploring and seeking information on a range of issues; no-one questions 
that. However, they need to grow a thicker skin. The members sound very petulant; they need to grow a thicker 
skin and accept that from time to time people ask questions. The members have taken the boots to Hon Lynn 
MacLaren and have behaved in an inappropriate way. 
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